
Beijing – Singaporean violinist
Siow Lee Chin took centre stage in
festive New Year performances at
the Beijing Concert Hall last night
and the night before.

The celebrated soloist’s con-
certs capped a year which marked
20 years of diplomatic relations be-
tween Singapore and China.

The anniversary was celebrated

with high-level visits between lead-
ers of the two countries, concerts
and exhibitions.

Beijing also agreed to send two
pandas to Singapore, with the fur-
ry animals slated to arrive later
this year.

Ms Siow’s concerts were pre-
sented by China’s leading present-
er, the Beijing Concert Hall Corpo-
ration.

The performances were part of
her New Year concert tour
through Shanghai, Hangzhou, Bei-
jing, Wuhan and Chongqing with
the United States’ acclaimed Ober-
lin Orchestra.

The tour will culminate in a per-
formance in Singapore at the Espla-
nade Concert Hall on Thursday.
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Paris – France’s First Lady Carla Bru-

ni has been voted the country’s

most irritating celebrity.

The Italian-born singer-model

topped a list of “personalities you

want to smack”, in a poll published

by French magazine VSD, with a

slap-rating of 52 per cent, the Tele-

graph in London reports.

Also featured were actor Gerard

Depardieu, footballer Eric Cantona

and Socialist Party presidential

hopeful Segolene Royal.

Essayist Philippe Muray de-

scribed Ms Royal as having “a

wooden smile – the kind I would

not like to meet in a forest on a

dark night”.

Ms Bruni’s fall from grace was
partly due to her grande bourgeoise
lifestyle, and also partly because of
an anti-monarchy “Marie Antoi-
nette” syndrome among the
French public, the magazine said.

Her husband, President Nicolas
Sarkozy, also appeared on the maga-
zine’s list of most annoying politi-
cians at fourth position, with a 63
per cent slap-rating.

“Possibly the idea of the singer
and the president creates an image
of the couple that is too perfect to
be true,” the magazine said.

Footballer Franck Ribery and
former national soccer team manag-
er Raymond Domenech topped the
magazine’s list of the most annoy-
ing sports personalities, after the
team’s disastrous showing at the
soccer World Cup.

Chicago – Talk show diva Oprah
Winfrey expanded her media em-
pire yesterday with the high-stakes
launch of her OWN, short for the
Oprah Winfrey Network, channel.

While Ms Winfrey’s comfy
couches have launched scores of ca-
reers – from psychologist Dr Phil to
the inventors of her “favourite
things” – it is unclear if her magic
touch can carry an entire network.

“Oprah has a very powerful
brand name, but it’s really difficult
to get people to change their view-
ing habits and find a new chan-
nel,” said analyst Derek Baine of in-
dustry consultant SNL Kagan.

Discovery Networks is said to be
putting US$189 million (S$243 mil-
lion) into the joint venture, which
replaces Discovery Health and will
reach nearly 80 million homes.

The programming is intended to
“inspire viewers and give them
hope”, Ms Winfrey has said, and
the network is being “built on great
intentions”.

But she acknowledged in an in-
terview with the Wall Street Jour-
nal that it may take time to trans-
late the success of a show she has
done 140 times a year into a net-

work which airs 24 hours a day.
“If you’re on the outside looking

in, of course it looks like a big risk,”
Ms Winfrey said.

“But for me, it’s not so much
about going wider. It’s about going
deeper, so that you have a platform
that has a deeper impact.”

The channel will depend in part
on Ms Winfrey’s powerful role as a
tastemaker for her millions of fans
and will essentially be recommend-
ing Oprah-branded programmes
the way she recommends books on
“The Oprah Winfrey Show”.

OWN executives say Ms Win-
frey’s worldview – “Live your best
life” – will be espoused by the doz-
en programmes that will premiere
in the channel’s first few months.

The initial slate includes “Oprah
Presents Master Class”, featuring
the life lessons of celebrities like Di-
ane Sawyer, Jay-Z, Maya Angelou,
and Condoleezza Rice; “In the Bed-
room With Laura Berman”, about
couples’ sex lives; and “Your OWN
Show: Oprah’s Search for the Next
TV Star”, a competition show.
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Tokyo – Japanese pop singer Ayu-
mi Hamasaki will marry Austrian ac-
tor Manuel Schwarz this month, re-
ports said yesterday.

Hamasaki, 32, and Schwarz, 30,
met in Los Angeles in August while
making a promotional video for
her song Virgin Road, Japanese me-

dia said.
He

played her
groom in
the video.

“Man-
nie, who
played my
husband
in Virgin
Road, will
become
my real
husband

in real life,” Daily Sports quoted Ha-
masaki as telling fans on a mem-
bers-only website.

Hamasaki is known as Ayu to

fans and has sold tens of millions
of albums in Japan and across Asia.
She is also known as a fashion and
style icon.

She is set to become the first art-
ist in Japan to have No. 1 albums
on the sales charts for 13 consecu-
tive years, with her latest album
Love Songs expected to take the
No. 1 spot in this month’s rank-
ings, Tokyo-based online newspa-
per Japan Today reported last Fri-
day.

Schwarz lives in the United
States, according to Jiji Press news
agency.
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Violinist Siow Lee Chin performing at the Beijing Concert Hall last Friday as part of her New Year concert tour.
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